[image: image1]
May-June 2026
Newsletter

Welcome to our May & June Newsletter and let’s hope that the lovely weather continues for the reminder of the term, so that we can enjoy a wide range of summer activities.
We look forward to a busy summer term with  First Communion as part of the children’s faith journey. We will have our sports days, P7 residential trip and finally our special celebrations for our Primary 7 Leavers as the prepare for ‘Big’ school.
=======================================================
School Book Fair
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The school book fair will open on Tuesday 12th – Friday 15th, each day at 2pm and 3pm ,if there were any parent volunteers to man the stalls, it would be greatly appreciated.
https://bookfairs.scholastic.co.uk/travelling-books/the-books
St. Patrick’s School App 
The School e -printing App is going through a final phase of preparation and licencing with Apple and Android, we hope to have it in place before the summer break.

In the meantime, I would encourage all parents to download the school’s app from Schools NI, which is available on your relevant app store. 
I would also ask everyone to visit the school website regularly for updated information, if you click on the calendar link, all school events are updated regularly, and you can also subscribe to linking the school calendar to your mobile phone by subscribing to Google Calendar.
https://www.stpatrickspsholywood.com/parents/calendar/?caltags=
Please take time to read through the various news stories. 
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Reminder Primary 6 Pupils – Mrs O’Neill & Mrs Mc Keogh will hold their PTMs on week beginning 18th May. Times and dates have been allocated.
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Accessing the school grounds [image: image4.jpg]



The main entrance is for staff & visitor vehicle access only. 

ALL pupils and parents including cyclists should use the pedestrian access points only at Ean Hill, ‘Crossing Patrol’ Double gates and Canopy gate.
Unfortunately, the church side gate remains closed.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
School Yard Arrival and Dismissal Time
Please be aware that football (or any ball sports) and cycling in the school grounds before 8:45am and at 2pm and 3pm is prohibited, due to the increased risk of injury to younger children, pupils, parents, staff and visitors to the school.
P7 Activities

P7 Leaver Hoodies 

The P7 Leavers Hoodies look fabulous, and the pupils have picked some amazing colours The hoodies were kindly sponsored by the PTA.
https://www.stpatrickspsholywood.com/news/p7-leavers-hoodies-a/?p=1&tags=,1088,
P7 Summer Show, Leavers Mass & Assembly
The  opening P7 Summer show will take place on Wednesday 10th June @ 1pm

The evening show will take place on Thursday 12th June, @ 6:45pm. 
P7 Leavers Mass – Tuesday 16th June @ 9:30am 

P7 Leavers Assembly – Friday 19th June @12:30pm
-------------------------------------------------------------
Sacramental & Parish Celebrations
	Date 
	Service 
	Expected to attend 

	Saturday 17th  May @ 11am
	P4 – First Communion


	P4 First Communion Pupils & Parents

P5 Pupils are expected to attend as Choir members 


‘Many hands make light work’

I would ask P5 parents – if they would volunteer to assist at the P4 Communion Refreshments in the School Hall from 10:30 – 12:00 or from 12:00- 2pm.
PTA have asked for P3 Parents to assist with the supply of refreshments.
This is part of our faith journey cycle; the preceding year group parents help out)  

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<
Fundraising


Thank you to everyone who contributed so fantastically to our Trocaire Lenten Campaign. An amazing £640 was raised by all the classes undertaking all their fundraising activities.
A presentation to Trocaire will take place in the next few weeks. 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@
Standardised Testing Update
Progress Through English (PTE) & Progress Through Maths(PTM)

Primary 3 to Primary 6 & Non – SEAG  P7 Pupils 
Standardised testing is used in many schools to measure the level of progress made by each individual pupil, class and year groups. 
In school, we use three tests, GL Progress in Maths (PTM), Progress in English(PTE) and Cognitive Ability Test 4 (CAT4). The range of scores in standardised tests range from 69 to 141. They are calculated to give age equivalent scores and make very small allowances for dates of birth and gender.
The PTE and PTM are paper based tests completed by the class under supervision. There is no specific time limit for these tests. 

As a school, we use the data generated to make a comparison from one year to the next and on how each individual pupil, class and year groups are making progress and identify any gaps in learning that may be addressed at a year group or whole school level.
Scoring

A score of 100-105 points is deemed an average score in standardisation. 
Two-thirds of all pupils will be in the 95 to 105 scoring band, in the general population.
One-sixth of all pupils will score above 105 and one sixth will score below 95. This is the normal bell curve of standardisation scores.

Please note that the scores in the AQE/GL and the new SEAG transfer tests (P6/P7) are similar but can be slightly higher in outcomes required.
These scores are a very reliable indicator as to your child’s academic performance. This is measured against their Cognitive Ability Test score (called CAT4), which indicates a child’s overall academic ability. 
CAT4 

The CAT4 test is a computerised based test, completed in the ICT suite.

They are based on logical reasoning style questions and are not taught as part of the NI curriculum. They are a test of a child’s innate abilities, problem solving and perseverance and resilience.

The children wear headphones will undertaking the test.  

As a school we use these three scores to measure the level of progress made by each pupil. A pupil’s CAT4 score should be commensurate with their PTE and PTM scores.
Your child’s scores will be reported to you in the end of year report. These will form the basis of your child’s baseline PTM in October 2026.
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School Sports Days
      Provisional arrangements for Sports days are as follows 
	 Wednesday 13th May
	P 1-2
	10:30 – 12:00pm @ St. Paul’s Grounds (TBC) 
Children finish the day @ 12:00pm
NO Dinners available

	Tuesday 17th June 
	P3-7
	9:30 -12:30 pm @ St. Paul’s Grounds (TBC) 
Children finish the day @ 12:30pm

NO Dinners available 


And are subject to the wonderful NI weather, of course!!
Please note school will be closed on the 26th of May for the Bank Holiday.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Safeguarding Updates
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Safer Schools App NI app

The Safer Schools NI app is a one-stop-shop digital library of age-appropriate safeguarding resources for teachers, parents/carers and children & young people.
 
Today, children and young people are spending more time using digital devices. As the lines between their lives offline and online become more blurred, it is important for all of us in education to make online safeguarding a priority.
 
With that in mind, we would encourage all parents to access the link via the Apple and Google Play stores now. These can be accessed here.
****************************************************************
PE Days  - Term 3
Please note that PE days are subject to other activities having priority to use the hall. PE will also be available outside. 
Mondays – P3 & P6/7 
Tuesday – P2/3

Wednesday – P6, P1A & P1B

Thursday – P2, P4*, P4/5 & P5  (* Swimming this term )

Friday – P7
Attendance matters
https://www.education-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/de/attendance-matters-a-parents-guide.pdf
Attendance is a core element to ensuring continuity in every child’s learning. Unfortunately, in 2024/25 school year, there has been a marked increase in the number of families that have taken a term time holiday. I appreciate that there are occasions when a family may need to take a break due to family related issues but these are an exception. 

I would also remind everyone that school starts at 8:45 everyday and it creates very good habits to be on time for the line up in the morning . It enables pupils to settle into school and be prepared for their lessons and the day ahead.

Uniform Consultation
As result of a legislative change by Dept. of Education NI , a consultation process around our school uniform policy is being undertaken. the main focus is on school crested items and generic uniform items. As a school, we believe we have a very good balance on the requirements for school crested versus generic items. A number of aspects have been introduced specifically around jewellery, nails & appropriate sportswear. We are also considering a phased change in the PE uniform top from the hoodie style to the half zip style that the staff wear for PE days.
Draft Policy Link (it is also on website )

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/embed.aspx?src=https://storage.googleapis.com/siteassetsswd/291/docletter/20260327102207_40_Uniform_Policy_March_2026.docx
Consultation Form 

Uniform Policy  Parent Questionnaire  April 2026  – Fill out form
Or QR Code 
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Closing date 15th May 2026.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Relationship & Sex Education Programme Updated Information

A meeting will take place on Wednesday 17th June at 2pm to introduce parents to the draft RSE policy and the Flourish programme. The meeting will enable parents to see resources that are available to school to develop this vital aspect of the curriculum in an informed way.

The programme is called ‘Flourish’ and you can link in the 4 or 5 lessons that are available to each year group in the link below.

https://www.catholiceducation-ni.org/page/Primary-RSE-Resources/126504/Index.html
Attendance Book In Link : RSE Policy & Flourish Programme Registration  – Fill out form
**************************************************************

P5 Parents Meeting  Monday 15th June at 3pm

Purpose  - This meeting is specifically for P5 Parents

to update them on the expectations, changes to routine and workloads involved in P6 Curriculum. An understanding of the mathematical A P5 Summer pack will be distributed to every child.
Attendance Book In  Link  P5 Transition Meeting  – Fill out form
Bangor Choral Festival Report
The school choir had a fantastic experience at Bangor Choral festival. The standards were very high and the team were highly commended by the adjudicator.

https://www.stpatrickspsholywood.com/news/bangor-international-choral-festival-a/
PTA Update
Update on School Renovations
The fund-raising efforts of Mrs Orr and the PTA and our amazing gala dinner have been on-going. The contractors are providing quotes for the various schemes that we have visioned to improve the Hall, so it is hoped to have everything in place for September.

The new tables and chairs for P4 and P4/5 classrooms have been ordered and delivery is due in late June.

A final round of spending on ICT equipment will be in place for September.

*****************************************************************
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www.stpatrickspsholywood.com
(028) 9042 4772
Email: info@stpatsps.holywood.ni.sch.uk
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