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	I hope you had a lovely half term holiday  with your family and are refreshed and ready for term 2 at school. As a school community, I would like to thank you, again, for your patience and understanding as we deal with the range of illnesses that are prevalent in school and the community. The past half term was one of the most difficult half terms in dealing with illness throughout the school community 
January was a busy time; we celebrated catholic Schools week and we had our wonderful grandparents visiting school. Our P7’s pupils received their SEAG results and we are all delighted with the overall outcomes. P7 Parents were busy at the start of February , working their way through the EA Portal Post primary application process.


Parent Teacher Meetings

P1 – P5 year groups ( excluding P4)
· Face to face PTMs will take place w/b 23rd February to 27th February and days either side of these dates.

· School will close at 1:45pm (P1-3) & 2:00pm (P4 -7) each day that week, for all pupils.
· P4,P6,P6/7 & P7 will finish at 3pm as normal & 2pm on Friday as normal
· Teacher-led clubs will not operate that week BUT all other clubs will operate as normal, including Kids Club.
· Appointment times will be arranged around consecutive meetings for families with siblings in school.

· Your appointment time and day were sent home on Monday 16th  February.
·           P4 meetings will take place on w/b 23rd March 

·            P6 meetings have been pushed back to May. 
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Sacramental dates for 2026  
The following dates have been agreed with Fr.Mc Brearty for the sacramental dates for our faith journey children and their families.

	Service 
	Date/Time/Venue 
	Choir Children 

	Primary 7 

Service of Commitment & Light 
	Monday 2nd 

February @ 7pm 

In St.Colmcilles Church 


	

	Primary 3 

First Confession 


	Thursday 26th 

March @ 12:30pm 

In St.Colmcilles Church


	

	Primary 7 

Confirmation 
	Friday 17TH  April 

February @ 2pm 

In St.Colmcilles Church


	Primary 6 

Pupils 
Are expected to attend 

	Primary 4

First Communion 


	Saturday 16TH May 

@ 11am  

In St.Colmcilles Church


	Primary 5

Pupils 
Are expected to attend

	If your child has missed a Sacrament, please speak to Mr O’Neill about getting enrolled in the appropriate faith journey.

 

	First Communion & Confirmation Services Invitation 

Every child in P4 & P7 are very welcome to attend these events and celebrate their friends’ faith journey. The children have a class party  which everyone participates in on the Monday back at school.

 


Car Parking and accessing school grounds before and after the school day [image: image3.jpg]



Please kindly note the following procedures, pedestrian access is by the Ean Hill and Church View gates only. Access via the main gate is for vehicle access only and anyone accessing this gate does so at their own risk.  Parents should not block this gate or access the car park in their vehicles.

I would ask all school users to remain vigilant with respect to road safety in around the school grounds and the local neighbourhood.
Crossing Patrol Update

The EA almost had a patrol person enrolled but unfortunately, they subsequently withdrew!!!!
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Allergy Reminder [image: image5.jpg]



Please note that due to nut allergies in school, snacks and lunches should be nut free.
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        School Grounds Update    [image: image7.jpg]



A few changes were made to the school grounds, over half term, 

The raised beds and polytunnel have been moved to the rear of the school. We are seeking support to re establish the poly tunnel for its purpose and to seed the raised beds.

The area vacated will be transformed into an outdoor learning space for P1,2 & 3, with mud kitchens and outdoor play materials.
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' You are invited to attend our annual “Literacy &
Numeracy in the Foundation Stage” afternoon on
Wednesday 18th February '
Assembly Hall
@ 1.00pm - 1.50pm

Our Curriculum Leaders for Literacy and

Numeracy will give an overview of the skills
your child is developing in the Foundation /

Stage. We will discuss classroom learning
and talk about simple and fun ways to

support learning at home.

/
/





Thank you to all our P1 & p2 Parents who attend this really informative meeting.

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
LOST Property

There is a wide range of lost property accumulated at the office. 

Anything that has not been collected by Friday 20th will be donated to a local charity shop.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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St.Patricks PS - World Book Day Celebration 
takes place  Friday 6th March.
Celebrating the National Year of Reading & World Book Day! 
2026 is the National Year of Reading, a wonderful nationwide initiative aimed at inspiring every child to develop a lifelong love of books. 
Throughout the year, we’ll be encouraging pupils to explore new genres, discover favourite authors, and enjoy the excitement that reading brings to learning, creativity, and imagination.
As part of these celebrations, we are thrilled to mark World Book Day, one of the highlights of our reading calendar. World Book Day gives children a chance to share stories, celebrate their favourite characters, and enjoy books in a fun and engaging way. 
This year, children will be dressing up on Friday, 6th March, so please mark the date. We also encourage every child to bring their favourite book into school to share with their class.
The £1 World Book Day token helps every child access a new book of their own, supporting the national goal of making reading accessible for all. 
In school, both the National Year of Reading and World Book Day will be brought to life through a variety of activities — from shared reading moments and book recommendations to creative responses and literacy displays. These celebrations help children see reading not just as a skill, but as an adventure waiting to be explored.
Together, we’re building excitement, confidence, and a reading culture that will last long beyond this special year! 
There is a book voucher for every child https://www.worldbookday.com/books-and-tokens/book-token/
You can redeem your World Book Day £1 book token at the following retailers
· Your local independent bookseller
· Asda
· Sainsburys                                               

· Tesco
· Waterstones

               There are an amazing 15 events to enter in the    

                     World Book day competitions to enter 
                https://www.worldbookday.com/competitions/
                            Get started… you might win !!!!
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Wednesday 11th March,
*Thursday 12th March

Tickets £5, available from 2" March
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       Shamrocks & Shenigans Dinner Dance
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Shamrocks & Shenanigans 

School Raffle

Open to Everyone

Raffle tickets  £5 per ticket X 3 per family
We are delighted to let you know that St Patrick’s Primary School will be holding a fundraising raffle. This event is part of our ongoing efforts to support the upgrade of the school hall, we are very grateful for your continued encouragement and generosity.

Thanks to the kindness of many local businesses and parent donations, we have an exciting selection of prizes to be won. These include £300 cash prize, restaurant gift vouchers, 10 Saturday boxing sessions from Hooked, a family day pass to Streamvale and W5, music lessons from JM Music Academy and a beautiful print donated by Dessie O’Reilly—just to name a few. 
In fact, we have been fortunate enough to gather over 20 fantastic prizes for this year’s draw.

Each child will bring home three raffle envelopes. To enter the raffle, please place a minimum donation of £5 inside each envelope you wish to submit and complete the details on the front. You’re welcome to share these envelopes with anyone who might be interested in joining the raffle, including extended family circle and friends. Every returned envelope will be included in the draw. Please return your envelopes by Wednesday 4th March. Any unused envelopes can be returned to school for future use.

If you are able to complete the Gift Aid form, we kindly ask that you do so, as this allows the school to increase the value of your donation at no extra cost to you.

Thank you, as always, for your wonderful support. Every ticket purchased helps us raise the funds we need to revamp our school hall and create a brighter, more welcoming space for our whole school community. We really appreciate

Automated External Defibrillators  (AED)
I am delighted to inform the school community, parish and the district that we have been gifted an Automated External Defibrillators by DENI .
This is located at the reception and is available during school opening hours – 8:15 to 4:30PM Monday - Friday. It is available to anyone in the local area.
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New Communication App 
And finally…. We are planning a change to our communication systems. We are phasing teacher 2 parents emails and texting out and introducing a new school specific App for the school. This app will improve a number of processes in school , including online payment service for school meals and trips. It will enable point of contact bookings for School events e.g. Parent Teacher Meetings, school meetings ,GDPR returns etc. We will update you when it is available. [image: image13.png]
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www.stpatrickspsholywood.com


