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May-June 2023
Newsletter

Dear Parents, Carers, Boys & Girls,

Welcome to our April & May Newsletter and let’s hope that the weather picks up in the next few weeks, so that we can enjoy a wide range of summer activities.
Thank you for the positive comments and fantastic support for the P4 ,P5 & P6 Spring Concerts over two remarkable days for the children and staff. It was just a delight to have everyone back enjoying the talents of all the children in P4 – P6.A big thank you to all the staff who contributed to the success of the concerts. 

We look forward to a busy summer term with Confirmation and First Communion as part of the children’s faith journey. We will have our sports days, P7 residential trip and finally our special celebrations for our Primary 7 Leavers as the prepare for ‘Big’ school.
I would encourage all parents to download the school’s app from SchoolsNI, which is available on your relevant app store.
I would also ask everyone to visit the school website regularly for updated information, if you click on the calendar link, all school events are updated regularly and you can also subscribe to linking the school calendar to your mobile phone by subscribing to Google Calendar.
https://www.stpatrickspsholywood.com/parents/calendar/?caltags=
Please take time to read through the various news stories. 
Kind regards 




C O’Neill
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Sample Calendar on school website.
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Accessing the school grounds [image: image3.jpg]



The main school gate entrance is for staff & visitor vehicle access only. 
ALL pupils and parents including cyclists should use the pedestrian access points only at Ean Hill, ‘Crossing Patrol’ Double gates and Canopy gate.
Unfortunately, the church side gate remains closed.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
School Yard Arrival and Dismissal Time
Dear Parents & Carers 

Please be aware that football (or any ball sports) and cycling in the school grounds before 8:45am and at 2pm and 3pm is prohibited, due to the increased risk of injury to younger children, pupils, parents, staff and visitors to the school.

Pupils are welcome to use the grass area to play ball sports after school but should be supervised by parents.

*****************************************************************************

ICT Fund Raising

St.Patricks P.S. ICT Fund
As you may be aware, the St Patrick’s PS staff - led by Mrs Orr - have developed a comprehensive Information Communication Technology (ICT) Curriculum from P1 to P7. Our pupils experience a curriculum that fully meets the requirements of the NI Curriculum for ICT.

Our pupils have developed their ICT skills in Publishing, Presenting, Coding, Managing Data, Art & Design, Music & Sound, Film & Animation and thoroughly enjoy the learning that take place. 

Over the past three years, we have been able to use the Shared Education partnership funding to purchase Beebots, Floor robots, Ozmo, Spheros and Lego Dacta to ensure the pupils had access to the best peripherals in meeting the needs of the curriculum.

Due to constraints within the school’s financial budget, we have focused on renovating the classrooms for the 21st century, however consequently, the ICT hardware, including PCs, laptops and iPads are now well past their life expectancy and are now obsolete.

The DENI has refreshed and provided 15 new PCs and 13 new laptops; 13 of these are used by the teaching staff linked to their Interactive Whiteboards, however our stock of PCs, laptops and iPads has been reduced by over 40 devices. 
This has left a significant gap in our hardware available for teaching and learning.

As a school, we acknowledge that the cost-of-living price rises is impacting on every family and we greatly value the support that we receive from our parents and community. 
In conjunction with the PTA, we are launching this fundraising campaign to provide the additional ICT resource we require to fulfil the curriculum needs of every pupil.

Our target is to raise £12 800 for new ICT hardware. This would be a fantastic start to replenishing our ICT resources.
We have undertaken a number of fundraising activities to launch the fund-raising drive – 

And we are so thankful for the support provided to date. We have raised over half the target already- So Amazing- 
So, as always, if any local business owners among our wider school community would kindly wish to sponsor some ICT hardware, this would be greatly received by the staff and pupils. Please remember that the PTA is a registered charity, so any donation of this nature is tax deductible – and we can benefit further from Gift Aid too. 

If you are able to support with a regular or one-off personal or business-linked donation, please get in touch with myself or Cathy Martin, PTA Chair, to take this forward. 
Our aim is to not only work with our existing families in school, but to extend our appeal to past families, pupils and businesses within the Holywood community. 

We’d also like to encourage families to make a voluntary donation to the PTA or to the School Development Fund to facilitate our ICT goals.  Voluntary contributions were halted over the initial pandemic years of 2020-21, but we’d like to re-instate these. The current contribution rate is £35 per child but based on affordability – so give what you can if you can’t meet this. 
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Cathy Martin, PTA Chairperson
C O’Neill, Principal 
P7 Activities

P7 Leaver Hoodies 

The P7 Leavers Hoodies look fabulous and the pupils have picked some amazing colours The hoodies were kindly sponsored by the PTA.
https://www.stpatrickspsholywood.com/news/p7s-leavers-hoodies/?p=1&tags=,1088,

P7 Leavers Photographs – Friday 12th May 
The next milestone for our P7 pupils will be their Leaver’s Photograph portraits.
There are two formats: - 1. A formal class photograph with their full winter school uniform. 2. A casual image that relates to their interest outside of school e.g. sports kit, musical instrument, artistic flair, reading etc 

P7 Summer Show

The P7 Summer show will take place on Wednesday 14th @ 1pm & Thursday 15th June, @ 6:45pm. The P7’s are ready to go…go...go.
-------------------------------------------------------------
New pupils
We welcome Evan (P5), Jessica (P4) & Lara (P1A) who all joined our school community after Easter. I am sure they will be made very welcome and soon feel part of the school community.

  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sacramental Celebrations
Congratulations to our P3 and P7 children who celebrated the Sacraments of First Confession and Confirmation. Thank you to all the girls & boys and their families.

Thank you to the children who participated in the choir and who sang so beautifully. Thank you to Mrs Mc Sorley, Mrs F O’Reilly and 

Mrs S O’Reilly for all the musical accompaniments. 

Special thanks to the teaching and support staff in preparing the children in their faith journeys – 

First Confession- Mrs Hamill, Mrs McKee, Miss Mc Lernon, Mrs Beagan.

Confirmation – Mrs O’Neill, and Miss Mc Keogh.

Confirmation Class 2023
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First Communion Class 2023
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We look forward to our Primary 4 children making their First Communion, on 10th of June .

Sacramental Dates
	
	

	Saturday 10th June @ 11am
	P4 – First Communion




>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<


Thank you to everyone who contributed so fantastically to our Trocaire Lenten Campaign. An amazing £2000 was raised by all the classes undertaking all their fundraising activities. A presentation to Trocaire will take place in the next few weeks. 

Lunches & Food Waste
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Going forward, all left-over food from packed lunches will be sent home with your child, to ensure that you are aware of what your child is eating each day and to help reduce food waste at home and school.
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@

School Year 2023/24 & School Funding update
Please note due to the current political impasse at Stormont, school funding has been restricted for 2023/24 school year. Our enrolment figures for Primary One for 23/24 are a healthy 40+ new pupils which coupled with new starters in other year groups means that the school population is almost full.

The Board of Governors have agreed in principle to operate with the same class structures for 2023/2024 and the same level of teaching staff. 
An update on the next school year, 2023/24, including an outline of class provision for 2023-2024 will be made available on the school website on Tuesday 27th June, subject to DENI School Budget final allocation and approval by the Governors.

Your child’s class allocation for 2023/24 will be included with their school report at the end of June.
If you have a very specific question, it would be appreciated, if you could send in an email: coneill951@c2kni.net before the 8th June 2023.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
Music Events in the Summer Term
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Summer Term 2023

Confirmation Thursday 20t April, 4pm P6 & P7 St Colmcille’s Church,
Holywood

Bangor Choral Thursday 27 April, 1.10pm  School Choir St Comgall's Parish
Festival Centre, Bangor

St Anne Trust, Choir of Wednesday 17" May, 9.30- School Choir St Anne's Cathedral,
the Year Competition 1.00 Belfast

P7 Summer Recital Thursday 8™ June, 1.15 P7 music students St Patrick's PS

First Communion Saturday 10" June, 11am P4 & PS5 St Colmcille's Church,
Holywood

Summer Show Wednesday 14" & Thursday P7 St Patrick's PS
15" June, time TBC

Music exams Monday 19" June, times Pupils from P5-7 have South Belfast Society of
TBC beeninformed Friends





ECO GARDEN PROJECT - DIY SOS SPH
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Our application to the National Lottery to enhance the school environment and eco project was successful! We have also used additional funding from Shared Education Project to purchase additional materials 
The project is beginning to take shape with the arrival of outdoor learning equipment. This is a welcome start but the project needs impetus and additional support. 
This would involve using all the expertise that we have in our school community to create an eco-space, support from the PTA and school community to provide materials and labour to complete the task. 
DIY SOS SPH on Saturday 20th May
“””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””””
Standardised Testing Update
Progress Through English (PTE) & Progress Through Maths(PTM)

Standardised testing is used in the vast majority of schools to measure the level of progress made by each individual pupil, class and year groups. 
In school, we use three tests, GL Progress in Maths (PTM), Progress in English(PTE) and CAT4. The range of scores in standardised test range from 69 to 141. They are calculated to give age equivalent scores and make very small allowances for dates of birth and gender.
The PTE and PTM are paper based tests completed by the class under supervision. There is no specific time limit for these tests. 

As a school, we use the data generated to make a comparison from one year to the next and on how each individual pupil, class and year groups are making progress and identify any gaps in learning that may be addressed at a year group or whole school level.
Scoring

A score of 100 points is deemed an average score in standardisation. 
Two-thirds of all pupils will be in the 95 to 105 scoring band, in the general population.
One-sixth of all pupils will score above 105 and one sixth will score below 95. This is the normal bell curve of standardisation scores.

Please note that the scores in the AQE/GL and the new SEAG transfer tests (P6/P7) are similar but can be slightly higher in outcomes required.
These scores are a very reliable indicator as to your child’s academic performance. This is measured against their Cognitive Ability Test score (called CAT4 or), which indicates a child’s overall academic ability. 
CAT4 

The CAT4 test is a computerised based test, completed in the ICT suite.

These tests are timed, they are based on logical reasoning style questions and are not taught as part of the NI curriculum. They are a test of a child’s innate abilities, problem solving and perseverance and resilience.

The children wear headphones will undertaking the test.  

As a school we use these three scores to measure the level of progress made by each pupil. A pupil’s CAT4 score should be commensurate with their PTE and PTM scores.
Your child’s scores will be reported to you in the end of year report. These will form the basis of your child’s baseline PTM in October 2023.
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School Sports Days 
      Provisional arrangements for Sports days are as follows 
	Thursday 11th May 

 
	P1-2 
	9:30 -11am    @ school 
Children finish the day @ 11am

	 Thursday 18th May
	P 3-7
	9:30 – 12:30   @ St.Paul’s Grounds

Children finish the day @ 12:30


And are subject to the wonderful NI weather, of course!!
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Update – We have had a number of generous contributions and fundraising – Total to date 


£7 000


Thank you so much!
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